Ruth

The Book of Ruth is a polgnant warrative set during the thme of the Judges
L tsvael, a pertod markedt bg soctal and weoral chaos. It tells the story ot
Naoml, a widow from Bethlehem, and her Moabite daughter-in-law, Ruth.
After the death of her husband and sons, Naoml dectdes to return to
Bethlehenm from Moab, wrging her daughters-in-law to stay in thelr
nomeland. Orpah, one of the dauwghters-in-law, decldes to stay, but _ruth, Ln
a profound act of loyalty, pledges to accompany Naowd, declaring that
Naomi's people and God will be hers as well.

Upow returning to Bethlehem, Ruth and Naomdl face the challenges of
poverty. Ruth takes initiative to provide for them by gleaning tn the fields
of Boaz, o wealthy relative of Naomi's deceased husband. Boaz notices
Ruth's dedication and kindness and ensures her safety and provision while
she gleans. Naowd, recognizing Boaz as a potential Rinsman-redeemer—a
role bn which a velative marvies o widow to preserve the family Line—
encourages Ruth to seel Bonz's protection and wmarringe. Ruth follows
Naowl's advice and approaches Boaz, who agrees to take on the vole of
redeevner after vesolving a legal matter with a closer velative.

The story cubminates in the marriage of Ruth and Bonz, Lleading to the
birth of thelr son, Obed, who becomes the grandfather of King David,
Linking Ruth to the lineage of Jesus Christ. This narvative highlights
themes of Logattgj, redemption, and divine pm\/wiewce, showing how Godt
works through the fatthfulness of ordinary people to fulfill His greater
purposes. The Book of Ruth is celebrated for its portrayal of strong female
chavacters and its message that falthfulness and Love transcend ethinie and
soctal boundaries



“n the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land..., the Lord
had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them...

Ruth 1 sets the stage for a warvative of
Loyalty, loss, and providence. it begins
during a time of famine in Judah, prompting
Ellmelech, his wife Naoml, and thelr two sons,
Mahlown and Chillown, to leave thetr home tn

8§ Bethlehem and seek refuge tn Moab.

' Tragieally, Elimelech dies shortly after thelr
B oival, Leaving Naomd with her sons who

L eventually marry Moabite women, Orpah and
Ruth. Over the course of about ten years, both
sons also die, leaving Naomd bereft of her
tumediate family and with two daughters-

in-law tn a forelgn land.

Faced with these profound Losses and hearing that the famine in Judah has ended,
Naomdi decloes to return to Bethlehem. She wrges Orpah and Ruth to remain bn Moab
and find new husbands, as she cannot offer them a future. Orpah rveluctantly agrees
and vetwns to her family, but Ruth demonstrates remariable Loyalty and devotion.
She famously declares her commitment to Naomd, saying, "where You 9o, [ will go;
where You Lodge, 1 will Lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God'
(Ruth 1:16). This vow wmarks a plvotal moment, showeasing Ruth's steadfastness
and her willingwess to embrace Naowl's people and faith as her own.

Upon thelr return to Bethlehem, Naoml s greeted by the townspeople who are surprised
to see her. She expresses her bitterness over her Losses, asking to be called "Mara,” which
means "oitter," instead of Naowmd, which means "pleasant.’ Despite her grief, the chapter
ends on a hopeful note with Naoml and Ruth ariving at the beginning of the barley
havvest, hinking at the providential opportunities that lie ahead. This chapter
introduces the themes of loyalty, cultural transition, and divine providence, setting
the stage for the unfoloing story of redemption anol blessing that will follow in the
subsequent chapters.



“Now Naowl had a relative on her husband’s stde,... Ruth the Moabite satd to Naowl,
“Let me go to the fields and pick up the lefrover grain...”

In Ruth 2, the navrative continues from the previous chapter with Ruth, a Moabite widow,
and her weother-bn-law Naowl, an tsraelite widow, who have returned to Bethlehem from
Monb. The chapter introduces Boaz, a wealthy relative of Naoml's decensed husband,
Elimelech. Ruth, seeking to provide for herself and Naowmd, asies for permission to glean in
the flelds, a practice alloweol for the poor in Isvael to gather lefrover grains after the
harvesters. By divine providence, she ends up gleaning in the field of Boaz, who takes notice
of her. Boaz ngulres about Ruth and learns of her Loyalty to Naoml and her declsion to
Leave her homeland to support her mother-tn-law. tmpressed by her dedication, Boaz extends
kindness to Ruth, allowing her to glean in his fields and ensuring her safety by
nstructing his workers not to harm her.

Bonz's generosity townrds Ruth is evident as he bnvites her to ent with his workers and
Instructs thewm to Leave extra grain for her to gather. Ruth is overwhelmed by Boaz's
kindness and expresses her gratitude. Bonz acknowledges her sacrifice and prays for God's
blessing upon her. The chapter highlights Boaz's role as a kinsman-redeemer, a concept bn
sraelite Law wheve a close velative could help vestore the vights of a family member bn need.
Ruth contlnues to glean in Bonz's flelds throughout the barley and wheat harvests,
accumulating a substantial amount of grain, which she brings back to Naowmi. Naoml is
surprised by the quantity of grain and upon learning that Boaz s the benefactor, she
recognizes the potential for Boaz to fulfill the vole of a vedeemer for thelr family.

This chapter is significant tn illustrating themes of kindness, providence, and redemption.
Bonz's actions foreshadow the potential vestoration
and seeurity he could provide for Ruth and Naomd.
The chapter also emphasizes the cultural and Llegal
practices of anclent (srael, such as the provision for
the poor through gleaning and the responstbilities
of & kinsman-redeemer. Ruth's story is a
testament to her faith and determination, as well
as the unfolding of God's plan through ordinary
events and acts of kindness. The relatlonship
between Ruth and Boaz sets the stage for the
subsequent developments in the narrative,
ultbmately leading to the lineage of King david,
and Later, Jesus Christ,




“One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naowl satd to her... go down to the threshing floor...
Whew he lies down, note the place where he is Lying... Thew go... So she went down to
the threshing floor.”

Ruth 3 centers on Naoml's plan for Ruth to appeal
to Booz as a kRinsman-redeemer. Naomdl bnstructs
Ruth to prepare herself, go to the threshing floor
8 \Where Booz Ls working, and walt wuntil he has

§ {lnished eating and drinking. She tells Ruth to
wncover Bonz's feet after he falls asleep and Lie
| down, assuring her that Boaz will thew tell her

b what to do. Ruth obediently follows these
lnstructions, denmonstrating her trust bn Naoml's
wisdom and her willingness to take a bold step of
faith.

In the widdle of the night, Boaz wakes up startled to find Ruth Lglw@ at his feet.
wWhen he asks who she Ls, Ruth Ldentifies herself and requests that he spread his cloak
over her, a symbolic gesture asking him to act as her kinsman-redeenmer. Boaz is
deeptg moveo bg Ruth's actions, praising her for her LogaLtg and virtue. He notes that
she has wot chased after younger men but has tnstead honored the customs of her
adlopted people. Boaz agrees to act as Ruth's kinsman-redeemer but informs her that
theve is a closer velative who has the flrst right to fulfill this vole.

Boaz promises to settle the matter of Ruth's redemption the next day. He acts
honorably throughout the encounter, protecting Ruth's reputation by ensuring she
Lenves before dawn. Before she goes, he glves her six measures of barley to take back to
Naomi. Ruth returns home and reports everything to her mother-tn-law, who is
confident that Boaz will vesolve the situation quickly. This chapter highlights the
foith and character of both Ruth and Boaz as they navigate the customs of Rinsman-
redeemer marvinge, setting the stage for the final resolution tn chapter 4.



“Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate... Then Boaz announced... 1 have also
acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlow's widow, as my wife,...”

Ruth 4 concludes the story of Ruth with themes of redemption, legacy, and divine
providence. The chapter begins with Bonz, a velative of Naowl's deceased husband
Elimelech, taking action to secure the future of Naowml ano Ruth. Boaz approaches the
city gate, o place where Legal matters ave settled, to discuss the vedemption of
Ellmelech's Land with a closer relative, who has the fivst right to vedeem it. initially,
the wanamed relative s willing to vedeem the Land, but he withdraws upon Learning,
that he must also mary Ruth, a Moablte widow, to malntain the famitg Lineage. BY
relinquishing his right, he allows Boaz to step Ln as the kinsman-redeener.

Boaz's actions are celebrated by the elders and people of Bethlehem, who bless his wnion
with Ruth, hoping that she will be like —Rachel and Leah, the matriarchs of Isvael. This
blessing underscores Ruth's tntegration tnto the (siaelite community and highlights
the theme of incluslon and acceptance. Boaz marries Ruth, and she gives birth to a
son named Obed. The birth of Olbed br’m@sjog and restoration to Naowl, who hadl
returned to Bethlehem bn despatr after Losing her husband and sons. The woneen of the
town acknowledge Ruth's loyalty and love, stating that she is better to Naomdi than
Sevew Sons, a s’u@wi{ica nt compLLmewt L a patrmrcmt soc’uetg.

The chapter concludes with a genealogy that
connects Ruth and Boaz to King david,
underscoring the bmportance of thelr story
i the Lavger navvative of (srael's history.
Obed becomes the grandfather of David,
linking Ruth, a Moabite, to the royal
Lineage of (srael and ultbmately to the
Linenge of Jesus Christ. This genenlogy
emphasizes God's providence and the
unfolding of His plan through ordinary
people and events. The story of Ruth and
BOOAZ SErves as a testament to the
transformative power of Love, fatthfulness,

and vedemption, tllustrating how God works
through hwmawn relationships to fulfill His purposes.



